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? ſeeveral Gentlemen, Tradeſmen, ante 
| - | S7) others, by private Agreement a 3 
3 SLED NJ themſelves, entered into a voluntary 
f Locciety, for the mutual Benefit ani 

<< Intereſt of every Perſon that ſhould at at : 


be a Member thereof, in order to provide! far | 
e their Wives, Children, and other Relations, af- 
ter a more eaſy, certain, and advantageous Me. 
<< thod than any that had been thought of; . | 
d an amicable Contribution, according to*certain 2 
* Articles or Agreements entred into (by them 27 
*«< for the Purpoſe aforeſaid. *” Under which'Ar- 
" ticles the Society ſubliſted for ſome Time, viz. one: >" hon. 
8888 Habs: the Late Qin ANNE ber Roya — 
ChaAR TER for Incorporating them, and their Sem.. 
ceſſors, by the Name of The AMICABLE Socizar 3 


* 
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f Fans a Perpetual Affurance- Office. ; . 
For e Charter, it was Treprefenred = 
# 4 her Majeſty, <* That their Deſign would. be 9 
'S - 3 ſingular Uſe and Relief to many Families, 
„ providing for great Numbers of Widows ad” 
0 F *© Orphans, who might probably be otherwiſe leſt - -- 
FE * wholly deſtitute of a Maintenance by the ſudde Ex = 
1 Dea ve —_— on whom: Mc Spe 3 
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That the Scheme or EA of the Conſtitution © 


of the Society 1s juſtly —_ for Promoting and 

Augmenting ſuch Proviſions, will evidendy ap- 

12 from a Conſideration of their Charters and 
y-Laws. 

The Or1G1NAL CnanTtER, after Incorporating 
the Petitioners with the uſual Powers to purchaſe 
Lands, and to have a common Seal, &c. provides 

That the whole Number of Members do not 
exceed 2000, but may be leſs; and that every 
Member receive a Policy, under the Seal of the 
Corporation, intituling his or her reſpective No- 
minee to a Dividend, in Manner and Form as 
mention'd in the Charter. 

That after paying the Charges of the Policy, 
and 105. Entrance Money, each Member ſhall 
pay yearly 6/. 45. which Payments have ſince, by 
the Raiſing and Increaſe of a Joint Stock, been 
reduced to 5/7. each, payable Quarterly. 

From theſe Payments the Dividends to Claim- 
ants are to ariſe; for which Reaſon, if the ſame 
ſhall at any Time be in Arrear a Year and Quar- 
ter, the Defaulters are (with juſt Reaſon) in Virtue 


of a SUPPLEMENTAL CHARTER, abſolutely ex- 


cluded from all Benefit of their reſpective Policies. 

The ORIGINAL CHARTER further provides, 
for aſcertaining the particular Proportion of the Di- 
vidends to Claimants for the firſt five Years; each 
Tear to be computed from the 25* of March; 
and afterwards the Dividends are proportioned in 
a more general Manner, viz. at or after the Rate 
of 51. on each ſubſiſting Number; nevertheleſs with 
a Power for a General Court to augment them, if 
they think fit. 


The Reſidue of the Payments and Stock is to 


be reſerved and improved at Intereſt, and by grant- 

ing Annuities to Members, &c, _ 
The Affairs of the Corporation are to be ma- 
naged 


(3) 

naged by a CourxT of DIRECTORS, according to 
| the Powers granted by the Charter, and the Di- 
3 rections of the By-Laws. INE 
| The Directors are to be Twelve; to be choſen 
yearly on the 25* of March, or within 40 Days 
after. : 

f The Majority of the Members, aſſembled at a 
* GENERAL Cour, are empowered to make By- 
'1 Laws for the good Government of the Corporation, 


| and the Members thereof; and to impoſe reaſonable 
| j Penalties upon Offenders againſt the ſame. 

5 Members living in the Countrey are authoriſed 

to conſtitute Attorneys to manage their Affairs in 


| the Company, Other than in the Choice of Di- 


rectors. . 8 
The Charter alſo provides, that a Member of 


the Society be elected their Ros TRR, who is alſo 

their Receiver and Accomptant; and therefore the 

1 By-Laws require him to give good Security for 
* the Sum of 20007. at the leaſt. In Compliance 
with which, the preſent Regiſter did, at his firſt 

Admiſſion, cauſe 20001. South Sea Stock to be 


vi transferred to the Society, to remain as a Security 
7 to them, over and beſides his own perſonal Bond 
(| in the like Sum. | | 
V4 Under this Charter the firſt Directors began, in 
i a publick Manner, to grant Inſurances; and the 
„ next Year, viz, 1707, certain By-Laws were made 
: for Regulating the Admittances of future Mem- 
me bers; by one of which none is to be admitted a 
7 Member, unleſs between the Ages of 12 and 43; 
1 and appearing to be in a good State of Health; 
„ which Regulation ſtill continues in Force, ex- 


cept that the Society have ſince allowed the Life 
of a Member (older than 45) to be exchanged for 


| F the Life of a Perſon younger than the Member ſo 
'S - 40:be exchanged,” i. :.. 7 | | 
v2 By another of the By-Laws in the ſame Year 


AF * 1707, 


1 


440 3 


1707, each Claimant is impowered within twelv 


Months (after receiving his or her Claim) to put in 


a qualified Member in the Room of the Deceaſed, 
and fo ſucceſſively. Which Power is ſtill conti- 
nued ; and the Limitation of Time removed, Other- 


_ wiſe than in Conſequence of an Excluſion for want 


of paying the quarterly Contributions, 
ince which, by a ſubſequent By-Law, any Per- 
ſon is allowed to have two or three ſeveral Inſu- 
rances or Numbers, on one and the ſame Lite, 
whereby the reſpective Nominee will be intituled 

to a Claim on each Number fo inſured, 
A. D. 1708. AupiTors were firſt appointed, and 
a Copper Plate has been ſince provided for Print- 


ing from thence blank Acquittances for the Quar- 


terly Payments, which are conſtantly delivered out 
to the Regiſter by Tale, The Auditors are by 
their Office to inſpect the Tranſactions of the So- 
ciety, to examine all Vouchers for Receipts and 
Payments, to lay before the Quarterly and Annual 


General Courts, the Quarterly and Annual Ac- 


counts of the Society; and on the Day before the 
holding each Court of Directors, to ſtate and enter 


in the Directors Minute Book, a Ballance of the 


Caſh and Receipts of the Society, and therein to 
diſtinguiſh how much Caſh is in the Society's Cheſt, 
and how much in the Hands of the Regiſter, 

That the good End intended by the Charter 


has been purſued, and the Society found a com- 


mon Benefit to Mankind, will evidently appear 


from a State of their yearly Dividends ; eſpecially 


from ſuch of them as have been ſubſequent in 
Time to the Commencement of the ſtated Regula- 
tion in the Original Charter for aſcertaining the 
Proportion thereof, which Regulation (as has been 
already obſerved) was not to take Place till after 
the End of the firſt five Years, 5 
The Number of ſuch ſubſequent Dividends is 
oo : T wenty- 


OE Fog” 


PPP 
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Twenty-five, viz. for ſo many Years ſucceſſively, 
ending March 25. 1735. They amount to the 
Sum of 213,256/. 35. 2d. for 2355 Claims. 

So that upon an Average, the Amount of the 
Yearly Dividends has not been Jeſs than 83301. 


45. 11d. 2, and the Amount of each Claim not leſs 


than gol. 115. 14. as will appear undeniably from 
the Books of the Society; to which every Perſon 
concerned may, at all ſeaſonable Times, have Re- 
courſe without Fee or Reward. 

It may not be improper to obſerve, that altho* 
the Quantum of Dividends, ſince Lady-Day 1711, 
has continued in the ſame Proportion, with reſpect 


to the ſubſiſting Numbers of the Society; yet in 


reſpect to the Claimants, it has varied through 


the different Degrees of Mortality in each Year re- 
ſpectively ; e. g. In ſome Years the Claims have 


ariſen to about 13o/. 122 J. 1121. 1081, &c. 
and in other Years to 961. 951. 921.91/. and in 
the late remarkably mortal Year, viz. 1732, were 
under 707, So great an Alteration in the Amount 
of their Claims was in a ſhort Time taken into the 
Conſideration of a General Court of the Society. 
And thereupon on April 29. 1734. in Purſyance of 
a Clauſe in their Original Charter, (for authorizing 
Additional Dividends) a Reſolution was formed for 
a further Dividend, in order to augment their 
Claims, if ever they ſhall happen to be under 
100/, To which Purpoſe they have, under cer- 


tain Conditions, appropriated the whole of their 
i Income (after a Deduction gf their incident 


xpences) thereby ſettling (in all feaſonable Views) 
a Standard for all future Claims, ſo as not to be 
leſs than 1007. each; yet without Prejudice to 
the Proviſion in the Original Charter; whereby, 


as the Experience of the Society has already ſhewn, 


they miy be conſiderably more, | 5 
The Share of each Claimant for the Year 17363 


| 
| 
; 
x 
| 
? 
| 


(6) 
(tis ſuppoſed) will be upwards of 1201. but by 
the Rules of the Office, and the By-Laws, the 
ſame cannot be aſcertained till the firſt Day of July 
next: And then the Names of the ſeveral Mem- 
bers, on whoſe Deaths any Claims are demanded, 
will without Delay be publiſhed in ſome of the 
News-Papers; and the Time for Payment thereof 
advertiſed in the London Gazette ; and a Commit- 
tee of Directors attend twice a Week, at leaſt for 
the Space of one Month, or till the Claims are all 


paid off. 


For the Diſpatch of Ordinary Affairs, Attend- 


| ance is duly given by the Society's Regiſter, or 


his Clerk, at their Office, from Nine in the Morn- 
ing till Three in the Afternoon, Holy Days ex- 


cepted. And for Infurances and other Affairs, the 


Directors uſually meet at their Office weekly. 

For obtaining Inſurances ; all Perſons above the 
Age of 45 muſt agree for the Exchange of an older 
Lite; all others muſt by Purchaſe, Bequeſt or other 
lawful Way, be intituled to a blank (or vacant) Num- 
ber, which may be purchaſed at the Society's Office. 

The Advantages reſulting in general, may be 


inferred from the avowed Intention and Deſign 


of the Original Charter; ſome of which may pro- 
perly enough be ſtated, as under, viz. 

1. Io Clergymen, Phyſicians, Surgeons, Law- 
yers, Tradeſmen, and Perſons poſſeſſed of Places 
or Employments for Life; and others whoſe In- 
come is uſually ſubject to be determined or leſſened 
at their reſpective Deaths; who by inſuring their 
Lives may be morally certain of leaving to their 


Families a Claim not leſs than 1001. on each Num- 


ber inſured. | 

2. To married Perſons, ſubſiſting upon a Join- 
ture, Penſion or other Annuity, determinable upon 
the Life of one of them, by inſuring the Lite of 
the Perſon intituled to ſuch. Annuity, Penſion or 
Jointure, * N 3. Fo 


(7). 


3. To Servatits or De pendants, Wage any © . 
Perſon, and thereby inficuled to Wages, 

or Benefaction during the Life of ſuch Poke 
whoſe Life being inſured in this Society, either by 
themſelves, or by their Servants or Dependants 
reſpectively; in either Caſe, ſuch Servants or 
Dependants may become intituled to a Claim or 
Claims, upon the Death of the Perſons to whom 
they are Servants or Dependants. 

4. To Perfons wanting to borrow Money, who 
by inſuring their Lives, aſſigning their Policies 
to, and depoſiting the ſame in the Hands of their 
Creditors, and paying the Contributions growing 
due thereupon; are enabled to give a Collateral, 
and in ſome reſpects a Real Security for the Money 
borrowed. 

5. To London Merchants and wholeſale Dealers, 
who upon a ſimilar Inſurance and Depoſit, may 
ſafely intruſt with their Countrey Chapmen a lar- 
ger Quantity of Goods, than 91s otherwiſe be 
thought convenient, 

6. To Creditors, Intituled to Demands' of a 
higher or larger Amount than their Debtors are 
able to diſcharge out of their Income; who by a 
ſimilar Inſurance and Depoſit, and by paying (as 1t 
were) the Intereſt of their Debts, during Lite, may 
be enabled to ſecure to their Creditors the principal 
Sums at their Deaths. 

The above-mentioned Advantages are offered 
chiefly in Reſpect to Inſurances for Life; but 
the Temporary Inſurers may find no leſs Ad- 
vantage from this Society; as may plainly appear 
from the following Inſtance, viz. A B has agreed 
for the Purchaſe of an Office or Employment, but 
wants 300/, to make up the Purchaſe Money: 
He is willing to aſſign a Share of the Profits or 
Income of his Office, as a Security or Pledge for 
the Repayment of the Principal with Intereſt; but 
cannot 
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Fanror obtain. A Loan of that Sum, with | 
his Lie, till the whole be cleared; w icht he | 


2 


8 = 
4 ) Inſu- 


Senabled to do by the Help of this Society: e. 
He pu rchaſes three blank (or vacant) Numbers, 0 
each of which he inſures his Life, and thereby his 
Aſſigns become intituled to three ſeveral. Clai 
at his Death ; which Claĩms by the above-mentione 

roviſion will not be leſs than 100 J. each, 21 


may probably amount each to 1207. or 1 301. or 
more: He aſſigns and depoſits his Policies with 
the Lender: He pays to the Society for the yearly: 
Contributions on tlie three Numbers no more than 
15 J. which is barely 51. per Cent. under which 


Rate no other Office will inſure, and that for one 
Tear only; at the End of Which, ſuch Offices. are 
at Liberty to refuſe any further Inſurance: Where- 
as in this Society the Inſurance continues till Ex- 
cluſion for Non-Payment of the quarterly Con- 


tributions. And as to the Money laid out in the 


Purchaſe of the blank (or vacant) Numbers, the In- 


ſurer may, at the End of his Inſurance, e * WO. 


* 


them at a Market Price. 


"May 27. 736. 
B y Order of Jhe Dire@ors, 


1 Rork rr wren, Regiſt 


